
USDE Explores Ocean City Elementary’s  
Formula for Success 

  
  
           Out of 1,455 Maryland public schools, Ocean City Elementary School was the 

first school in the state to achieve 100 percent proficiency in mathematics and reading, as 

measured by the 2007 Maryland School Assessment (MSA).  The accomplishment has 

sparked the interest of educators across the state, as well as in the United States 

Department of Education (USDE).   

            On June 3, Ed Cashman, Region III Deputy Representative for U.S. Secretary of 

Education Margaret Spellings, visited Ocean City Elementary School to tour the school 

and speak with teachers, students, school system leaders, administrators, parents, Board 

of Education members, and County Commissioners.  At the conclusion of a round table 

discussion, Cashman summarized the purpose of his visit, as well as what he gleaned 

from the experience. “We want to know what the formula for success is,” said Cashman.  

“The expectations and attitudes of your faculty are contagious and our hope is that we 

can bottle it and pass it on.” 

            Attitude, according to Principal Irene Kordick, is paramount to the formula for 

success.  “The one quality that sets a successful school apart from others is attitude,” she 

said.  “Attitude is a choice; you either choose to be positive or you choose to be negative.  

We choose to be positive.” 

            A positive attitude compliments other important qualities.  “Our teachers also 

have passion.  They have high expectations, work hard, and demonstrate consistency and 

persistency,” said Kordick.   

            Superintendent Dr. Jon Andes acknowledged the importance of school 

governance to the formula for success.  “Our County Commissioners and Board of 

Education work together to provide a quality educational system for our children,” said 

Andes. 

            Worcester County Public Schools is fiscally dependent on county government 

which funds approximately 75 percent of the school system’s operating budget. “We are 

so fortunate to have elected officials who truly care and support our schools.  With their 



support, we can keep programs moving forward.  Moving forward is essential because we 

are here to raise the next generation of children.”   

  

  

  

Ed Cashman (center), Region III Deputy Representative for U.S. Secretary of Education 

Margaret Spellings, spent June 3 with the faculty and staff of Ocean City Elementary 

School to explore the school's formula for success.  Joining Cashman are Principal Irene 

Kordick and Superintendent Dr. Jon Andes. 
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